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Permits for paths to water's edge
March 16, 2004

We welcome the Detroit Free Press' March 10 editorial regarding our proposed
regional permit for the removal of vegetation on coastal waters in Michigan
("State Shoreline: Corps would allow too much bottomland grooming"). Our
intent with the proposed permit is to address situations in which low water levels
on the Great Lakes have encouraged the development of wetland vegetation on
the exposed lakebed in front of commercial lodging properties and reduced
customers' access to the water's edge.

The proposed permit would allow commercial waterfront hotels or motels to
conduct limited mechanical clearing and grading work in the exposed lakebed of
the Great Lakes. It is our intent to balance this need for appropriate economic
uses with our nation's demand for sustainable resource management.

In general, we consider regional permits for approval of similar activities through
a streamlined administrative review. This specific proposal is based on lessons
learned from the regulation of activities on more than 3,200 miles of Great Lakes
shoreline. This proposal is the result of the evaluation of dozens of previous
applications from commercial properties in Michigan's coastal bays.

We have put the proposed permit on public notice to gather the comments of
interested agencies and parties on the extent of the proposal's potential impacts,
on the suitability of the conditions of the proposed permit, and on the technical
criteria to be used in defining the areas for which the permit would be applicable.

This proposal is available for review at our Web site (www.lre.usace.army.mil).
We welcome all stakeholder participation in this dialogue. Lt. Col. Thomas H.
Magness Detroit District CommanderU.S. Army Corps of Engineers Detroit

Be realistic

In response to your editorial on state shoreline: First, the newly exposed shoreline
caused by lower water levels is not held in public trust. Several state Supreme
Court cases hold that the shoreline property owners own to the water' edge.

Second, I have read volumes of information that have been written on the subject,
and much of it is junk science. We need real science on the damage that will
result when one removes vegetation in beach areas that have not been delineated
as wetlands.

Third, Michigan tourism is a $12-billion business, and the state needs to maintain
jobs. When people vacation, they do not look for a patch of weeds to throw a
blanket on and to pay for a hotel that has bacteria- and mosquito-laden pools.

Finally, there are no crucial fish nurseries where the hotels or private property
owners are requesting vegetation removal. The critical fish nurseries are in
designated wetlands already under state and federal control, and Great Lakes
sport fishing will not wither because a few weeds are removed. Joseph E.
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